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What is phonics?

There has been a huge shift in the past few year 
in how we teach reading in UK schools.

 This is having a big impact and helping many 
children learn to read and spell. 

Phonics is recommended as the first strategy that 
children should be taught in helping them learn to 

read. 



Language Development

Spanish

24 speech sounds

26 letters to make those 
sounds

29 graphemes

English

44 speech sounds
26 letters to make 
those sounds
150+ graphemes (e.g. 9 
different ways to write 
‘or’)



If there was a simpler way……..
If we had less ways of making the same sound, our language might look like 

this!

ay-play mayk trayn cafay strayt wayt brayk 

ee-green dreem kee hee happee  

igh-light kight fligh Igh igh tigh 

ow-blow smowk flowt gow mowst 

oo-moon broot bloo groo 



Why                ?

• Tried and tested over many years

• Systematic and structured

• Early success in reading

• Training and ongoing staff development



What is                ?
A rapid learn to read programme

so that children……..

Read to learn for the rest of their lives

Who is it for?

Three-year-olds plus

Older children who need to ‘catch-up’ (Fresh start)

Children new to English



Terminology

Phonemes

The smallest unit of sound is called a phoneme 
and your child will be taught about these as part 
of their phonics learning journey. 

When a child says the sound /t/ this is a 
phoneme.



Graphemes

Graphemes are the written symbols 
that represent a sound (phoneme). 

When a child writes /t/ this is a 
grapheme. 



Diagraphs and Trigraphs

A diagraph is when 2 letters make 1 
sound e.g. oa/ay/ee

A trigraph is when 3 letters make 1 
sound e.g. igh/tch/ear



Sound Cards







Pure Sounds

                       
We use pure sounds (‘m’ not’ muh’,’s’ not 
‘suh’, etc.) so that your child will be able to 
blend the sounds into words more easily.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


Over to Miss Mederson!



At school we use a puppet called Fred 
who is an expert in sounding out words! 

we call it, ‘Fred Talk’. E.g. m-o-p, c-a-t, 
m-a-n, sh-o-p, b-l-a-ck. Fred doesn’t talk 

in words-just sounds!



Blending and Segmenting

Assisted, whole-class, blending as soon as 
the first 5  sounds are learnt! Moving 
towards independent blending.

C-A-T cat

S-I-P sip

D-O-G dog

Segmenting is saying only the sounds to help to 
spell a word.

Blending is putting the sounds together to read a 
word.

Fred Fingers for spelling/segmenting

*Say the word and
pinch on the sounds

Eyes for reading, 
fingers for spelling!

c a t



Set 2 and 3





Red Words and Green Words

Red words-tricky words that you can’t sound 
out and must be able to sight read.

Green words-decodable words which your 
child can sound out independently. They may 
include dots and dashes to show the sounds in 
the word. 



Nursery and Reception

Nursery

When appropriate, children will 
be introduced to the initial 
sounds in short five minutes 
sessions.

Activities to develop pre-reading 
and phonemic awareness.



Reception

In Reception all children will learn how to 
‘read’ the sounds in words and how 
those sounds can be written down. 

The children:

• learn 44 sounds and the 

corresponding letters/letter groups 
using simple picture prompts 

• learn to read words using Fred talk 

and sound blending

• read from a range of storybooks and 

non-fictions books matched to their 
phonic knowledge

• work well with partners

• Learn how to write the sound at the 

same time as learning the sound



Over to Miss Kenney!



Year 1 and 2

Children follow the same format as Reception but will work on complex sounds and 
read books appropriate to their reading level. Daily sessions of RWI phonics last for 

around 20 minutes. 

 

Five key principles underpin the teaching in all Read Write Inc. sessions:  

Purpose – know the purpose of every activity and share it with the children, so they 
know the one thing they should be thinking about

Participation – ensure every child participates throughout the lesson. Partnership work 
is fundamental to learning

Praise – ensure children are praised for effort and learning, not ability

Pace – teach at an effective pace and devote every moment to teaching and learning

Passion – be passionate about teaching so children can be engaged emotionally.

 



How to support your child at 
home……



Read favourite stories over and over again. 

Read some stories at a higher level than they can 
read themselves.

Listen to them reading their home reading books.

Use the handouts from tonight



Ask lots of questions……



Talk to your child as much as 
possible and ‘feed’ them new and 

different words:

“Let’s eat our lunch now.”
“Let’s munch  our lunch now.”

“Let’s scoff our lunch now.”
“Let’s devour our lunch now!”



Have fun with FRED talk

“What a tidy r-oo-m!”
“Where’s your c-oa-t?”   

“Time for b-e-d!”



Happy reading!

Thank you for 
listening. 


