King’s Academy Binfield - Secondary
Newsletter: 01/04/2022
As we approach the end of our Spring term here at KAB Secondary, I continue to be blown away by the outstanding teaching and learning taking
place everyday. It has been wonderful to feel Spring approaching and see our students utilising our outdoor areas during their social times and for
our extra curricular activities to increase with plenty more fixtures. We are delighted that our first ski trip is departing this weekend and we can’t
wait to hear all about it upon the student’s return to school. Reminder: Return to school - 8:45am Tuesday 19th April 2022
We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone about our role within the community and would be grateful if you could support us with
this by reminding your children about the importance of respectful behaviour in the community during the Easter break.
For those families within our community who are muslim we would like to wish you Ramadan Mubarak.

GCSE Geography Urban Field Trip
The first of two field trip studies took place recently with students focusing on an enquiry into the quality of life within the Bracknell urban area.
Fieldwork is a vital component of geographical studies and we were very excited to finally get our students out to practice their skills. The students
carried out questionnaires within the lexicon where they interviewed members of the public, environmental quality surveying and field sketches to
collect primary data that would identify both change and challenges in the quality of the environment. We are currently processing and working on
presenting our data as well as critiquing and evaluating our methods. Miss White and Mr Clarkson were both very proud of the way in which our
students represented the academy and we are looking forward to our next field trip later this academic year!
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Duke of Edinburgh - Bronze Award - Day Walk
On Saturday 26th March we were very lucky to have fabulous weather and a remarkable group of explorers take on their first navigational
challenge! As part of the Bronze Award participants have been working towards completing volunteering, physical and skills. The day walk provided
the opportunity to get our walking boots on and practice vital skills in advance of the expeditions coming up later this year. The photos below
showcase the fabulous weather we experienced in the beautiful landscape of the Look Out, Swinley Forest and Wildmoor Heath. Early in the
summer term we will be releasing further information on future DofE expeditions.

Date for your dairy:
Practice Expedition
Date and Times: Friday 20th May (6:00pm arrival at campsite) - Saturday 21st May (5:00pm collection from campsite)
Location: Dorney Wood Scout Campsite
Dorney Wood Road, Slough, SL1 8PZ
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1-1 Devices:
Firstly I want to say a big thank you for your support and understanding with our Chromebook Teaching and Learning Scheme. Staff and
students are really excited about this new adventure. We will be having a gradual start to this, to allow parents who were unable to
purchase a chromebook during the first portal to receive their chromebooks through the second portal.
If you have yet to purchase a device through FreedomTech, the portal opening has been extended to Thursday 10th April.
How to order your device:
To select and place an order for a device, please visit the Tech 4 Learners portal: www.tech4learners.co.uk and login with the below details.
Username: KAB2022
Password: S3cure02!
If you are experiencing any difficulty logging in, please contact Freedom Tech on 0203 857 5630.
The portal will be open from Monday 14th March 2022 - Thursday April 10th 2022
So that you have an understanding of procedures for the start of new term with chromebook:
● Students who do not have a device will be directed to dedicated zones to sign out a chromebook. Chromebooks can be signed in/out at the
start of the day and at the end of the day. Loaned devices must not be taken home by students.
● Devices will be used in lessons, under direction of the member of staff, and at lunchtime in dedicated areas. Devices are not allowed on the
MUGA, 3G nor Sports Hall.
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MFL Focus
Our EYFS and KS1 students have been working on their numbers, colours, greetings and animals. They have particularly enjoyed learning the songs
that accompany the vocabulary and will now greet their teachers confidently in Spanish.
KS2 students have been learning French and Spanish and are excelling in both languages. They have also been mastering the use of Chromebooks
ready for our exciting next phase at King’s Academy Binfield and King’s Academy Oakwood. They are particular fans of Blooket and enjoy using this
online platform to reinforce their language skills in a healthy competitive manner!

KS3 students have been working hard on their tenses this term with Year 7
mastering the present, Y8 the past and Y9 the future and conditional tenses.
They have shown some incredible resilience and their confidence is increasing.
There has also been a significant focus on phonics and pronunciation, in
preparation for the challenges of KS4, and students are participating beautifully
in lessons, showing some real enthusiasm.
KS4 students have made the challenging leap from KS3 to GCSE and are
showing some real determination and aspiration in lessons. They are mastering
the use of verbs in different tenses and are able to translate longer phrases and
short passages with increasing confidence. They are now focusing on the
productive language skills and learning how to grapple with the demands of the
writing and speaking elements of the GCSE.
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Notice for Year 9 Parents/Guardians
Please don’t forget to purchase your copies of Rebecca ready for after Easter.
https://www.waterstones.com/book/rebecca/daphne-du-maurier/sally-beauman/9781844080380

Library Books
Please can you make sure your library books are returned after Easter - check under those beds and in cupboards. Also, if you
are doing any spring cleaning during the holiday and you have some books you wish to donate, we would be grateful.
PE Updates:
This has been a busy couple of weeks for the Pe department, we have had a number of fixtures over these weeks.
This week the U12 Girls Football team played Maiden Erlgh in the county cup on Wednesday, they have had a fantastic season within this cup and
they have continued with this success as they won 6-1. We had goals from Isabelle R, Amalie x 2, Jess x2 and Isla (penalty). They will be through to
the semi finals so we wish them all the best as they are playing in the U13 cup. Goals from: Isabelle R, Amalie (2), Jess (2) and Isla (penalty)
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BOCCIA
This week Alex, Jacob and Tyler went to the Winter School Games, as they won the Bracknell Forest
Boccia event last week. The Winter School Games is a competition where all districts in Berkshire are
represented and then they compete in a sport. The boys played 4 other teams and worked incredibly
hard, there were some fantastic shots. The Bracknell Forest Term consisted of 2 boys from Edgbarrow,
as well as Alex, Jack and Tyler. They worked together and showed respect to each other. After a
mixture of round robin games and a mixture of results, we made it to the final. The final was a close
game with some great shots by either team, however we edged the win by winning 2 ends to 1. A
massive congratulations to Alex, Jacob and Tyler.
We have also had the last few netball fixtures for this academic year. Year 7 have played
Brakenhale and year 8 played EP. In both of these matches the students showed real
enthusiasm and determination. The commitment over the last couple of terms has been
brilliant for all the netballers. We look forward to the next season.
Sports Leaders
The year 10 sports leaders have completed part of their Sports Leaders Course over the last
couple of weeks, they have spent two afternoons at King’s Academy Oakwood teaching the year 3’s and 4. All 20 year
10’s did a fantastic job and the teachers over at Oakwood were incredibly impressed with the leading, communication
skills and the ability to keep the students engaged for the entire session.
We are looking forward to the next part of the course where they have to lead an event. Look out in the next newsletter
for information on how the event went.
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Extra-curricular timetable
Look out for the new extra-curricular timetable at the start of the new term. We will also be sharing key calendar dates for the whole of the summer
term.

Resources for help and support

We know that times are extremely challenging at the moment, we are compiling a list of resources and websites to help
supporting your children with their mental health and wellbeing
Young Minds - Mental Health Support
Safer Internet Centre - Resources for parents/carers
Kooth - Free online counselling support
Remember, we are all still here to support you, please reach out if you need any support. The first point of contact should be
Form Tutors or YPLS. Mrs Spooner and Mrs Collins are also on hand to address any wellbeing issues.
Remember, we are all still here to support you, please reach out if you need any support. For any safeguarding concerns
please email safeguarding.bi@kingsacademies.uk
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